Darlene Ratte has lived in the town of Newport Center in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont for twenty-six years with her husband Norm.  They have been happily married since November 4, 1972.  Darlene was born on December 9, 1950 in Stafford Springs, Connecticut and lived in Enfield, Connecticut until 1986.  Darlene always dreamed of having a farm and being close to nature.  In 1986 her dream became a reality when  she  and her family moved to a 2-1/2 acre mini farm in Stafford Springs, Connecticut where they raised Angora rabbits, lustre wool sheep, had two  Angora goats (Chuck & Di who believed they were dogs) and two llamas, five cats and two dogs.  In 1988, wanting more farm and country life, Darlene, her husband, and two children moved to an 87 acre farm in Newport Center where they kept busy caring for all their animals.  In 1998, she and Norm sold the farm keeping 20 acres of the land on which they built the house they presently reside in.
Darlene's passion for color has been a thread that has been woven throughout her life since her earliest memories and throughout her continuous involvement in the arts and fine crafts.  Darlene has always been complemented for her sense of color and style and this has been predominant in her fiber arts which she has been involved in for 31 years.  In 2006, Darlene's color thread led her back to painting where she excelled in mediums such as pastels, watercolor, oils,  and needle felted fibers.  And then, out of the blue, Darlene's  "fire in the belly"  landed her in the world of fire and water.  Darlene discovered that pyrography(fire) and watercolor(water), contrary to popular belief, mix beautifully and make for some pretty great art.  Pyrography is predominantly done with electric burners that are like a pen with different size tips which heat to 750 degrees or more.  Torches and other implements of heat and fire are also used.  Needless to say, being vigilant is of the utmost importance to prevent unwanted fires and severe burns. Darlene is a "fly by the seat of the pants" artist always experimenting and asking herself "what if I did this or used that" on a different wood or paper; never knowing if the new paper will burn to a crisp!  Darlene also enjoys working in watercolor alone and oil pastel. She would like to start working in oils again once she has a place available to do so safely. 
Darlene has had many of her paintings in juried and non-juried shows at the Bryan Memorial Gallery in Jeffersonville, Vt., the Northern Vermont Artists Association, the Vermont Watercolors Hub shows at the MAC Center for the Arts Gallery in Newport, Vt., and this year in the Vermont Watercolor Society's juried show.  Darlene has also had her paintings hanging in The Mac Center for the Arts in Newport, Vermont since its opening over six years ago.  Darlene's work has been in other various shows throughout the years. 
Subjects close to Darlene's heart are the critters that inhabit her 20 acre backyard (especially bears and owls), farm animals, and cats big and small.  Darlene continues to be in awe and finds inspiration in the breathtaking scenery that surrounds her.  She always tells people she has a cathedral in her own backyard.  Spectacular sunsets, sunrises, and cloud formations play an important part of this drama.  She also loves funky trees.  The color and emotions inspired by the ever-changing seasons and play of light found here in the Northeast Kingdom never ceases to amaze her.
Darlene hopes her art in some small way will add a little brightness to your day and help you admire the spirit of Nature in all its glory and better understand some of the beings in the animal world.  Let our passions burn!!    
